PROCEDURES FOR ORAL DEFENSES IN THE INTEGRAL HONORS PROGRAM
1. The examination committee will consist of the student’s mentor, a second reader, a representative of the faculty Honors Committee, and the Honors Program Director.   The representative from the faculty Honors Committee will chair the oral examination.  The student may select the second reader and submit that person’s name to the Director by April 1, or the director will select a second reader.

2. Each student will submit the final draft of the senior thesis to his or her mentor by the assigned deadline.  He or she will also give four copies of the thesis to the director of the program.  The director of the program will keep one copy, place one copy in the Honors House, and give the other two copies to members of the examination committee.  After the examination, the student will make whatever changes the committee requires (usually minor) and give the director an electronic form of the approved draft.  The library will retain bound copies of Integral Honors theses.

3. The examination, a celebration of the student’s achievement, is a public event.  The director will inform the campus community of the places and times of defenses, and encourage people to attend. (If a student and his/her mentor decide the defense should be private, they should inform the director, who will make arrangements for a private defense.)

4. Although defenses are scheduled for a two-hour period, they usually last about an hour.  The student begins by making a formal presentation on the project; students should typically plan on a presentation of 30 minutes, although they may take up to an hour if necessary.  The representative of the faculty Honors committee who is chairing the session then invites the audience to question and/or comment.   After excusing the audience, the examination committee then questions the student.  Faculty members (including the representative from the faculty Honors committee) who will not be able to stay the entire two hour period should inform those present at the beginning of the defense, so that timing can be adjusted accordingly.

5. The faculty members who comprise the examination committee will meet immediately after the session to assign a grade.  All members of the committee will comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the project.  The chair of the student’s committee, the director, and the second reader will indicate the grade(s) that they believe the project merits, and the student’s mentor will have the final word in determining the grade.

6. The committee members will sign and date the grade sheet, which will be given to the director.  The representative from the faculty Honors committee will include a brief comment on the interdisciplinary aspects of the project.

7. The student’s mentor will informally communicate the grade to the student.  As appropriate, the director will send an official statement of congratulations.

