HON 480  Senior Research and Thesis 

Syllabus, Fall 2008

Instructor:  Dr. Sherilyn Smith              



Office:  SC410        Phone:  445-4761



E-mail:  smithsg@lemoyne.edu



Office hours:  TBA

Class meets:  MWF 9:30-11:30, Honors House (TBA) and Blackboard



About the course


The purpose of this course is to help you carry out your proposal or some revision for your senior Honors project.  While you are working primarily with your mentor, meeting as a group will provide you with ideas, feedback, suggestions, and guidance in the writing of your senior thesis.  We will use Blackboard regularly to discuss issues and ideas, as well as to provide a convenient place to submit outlines, etc. as you progress in your writing.

Course learning outcomes

At the conclusion of the course (with your thesis defense), you should be able to

1. obtain current information in your area of research, using 21st century technology as well as the more traditional means of finding information.

2. demonstrate critical analysis and synthesis of ideas for your research question or topic, as you develop/structure a thesis statement and the thesis. 
3. organize research materials and your ideas effectively by developing an outline for your thesis.

4. express your ideas clearly in writing.

5. articulate your knowledge of the topic in oral presentation. 
Course grading

You will not receive a course grade at the end of the semester; rather, the grade will be assigned by your Thesis Committee following your defense in the spring.  The Committee will consist of your mentor, a second reader (another faculty member chosen by you in consultation with your mentor), a third reader (a member of the Honors Committee), and the Director.  The seven criteria for evaluation are listed below:

1. Contribution to knowledge:  Does the project represent a substantial and coherent contribution to scholarly literature?

· Original, creative, represents groundbreaking approach.

· Shows command of and engages relevant scholarly literature.

2. Scope and ambition of project:  How challenging is the project?

3. Methodology:  Does the project have clear and appropriate methodological approach?

4. Written work:  Is the completed thesis well organized and well written?

5. Oral defense:

· Clear, well organized, convincing presentation.

· Skill in fielding questions.

6. Interdisciplinarity:  Does the project take advantage of interdisciplinary approaches, methods, insights?

7. 
Has the student worked consistently on the project over the course of the year?  (The mentor’s input is needed here.)

Thesis deadlines

First draft completed, to mentor (copy to Director electronically) 

Dec. 15 / Jan. 10

Revised draft completed
, to mentor





Feb. 1

Final draft completed, to mentor, 2nd reader, Honors Committee

Mar. 15 – Apr. 1


(3rd) reader, Director AT LEAST TWO WEEKS BEFORE DEFENSE

Thesis defense (schedule with mentor, 2nd reader, 3rd reader, Director)
Apr. 1 – May 1

Final copies (3) on archive quality paper to Director



May 15

