
MTH-495 Presentation Guidelines

This document describes the expectations regarding the presentation associated with a senior math research/capstone project.
Presentation Format

· One title page – paper title, paper author, advisor

· One page for goal statement

· One page for relevance and significance

· Optionally one page for brief review of literature

· One to three pages for methodology

· One to five pages for results

· One page for summary 

Presentation Content
· Try to design each slide to conform to the 6x6 rule – no more than six bullets and no more than six words per bullet.

· Each bullet should be a word or phrase – not a complete sentence.

· Feel free to use 3x5 cards or PowerPoint speaker notes – this is where you can have more detailed wording of what you want to say.

· When you have graphics/pictures on a slide, try to minimize the number of bullets/text needed to explain the graphic/picture.

· The department faculty members have read your paper in preparation for your presentation.  Thus:

· Your presentation does not need to present everything that it is in your paper.  Instead, focus on the key methodology steps, key problems encountered and key results.

· When your methodology and/or results evolved throughout the project, it is not necessary to show/explain each step of the evolution.

Doing the Presentation 

· You have 15 minutes to do your presentation.  An additional 5 minutes are reserved for Q&A (facilitated by the department chair). 

· Assume that each slide takes at least one minute to present.  Therefore, you should not have more than 15 slides in your presentation.

· Note: If you follow the guidelines under Presentation Content, you will have no more than 13 slides. 

· A student volunteer will be selected by the department chair to act as a timer.

· This student will give you a five minute warning and a two minute warning.

· With five minutes left, you should be presenting your results.

· With two minutes left, you should be summarizing.

· Use the slide show animation feature of PowerPoint sparingly.  These animations take time to display – time that is better spent presenting the key content of your research/capstone project.

· When you plan on demonstrating a software tool/program, be sure that you balance the amount of time you spend showing this tool/program with the other content you plan on presenting.
· A presentation that significantly exceeds the 15 minute time limit may adversely affect your final grade.
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