SOC 201 /PSC 202

Research Paper and Presentation

SOC 201/PSC 202/CJS 201
Spring 2008
Final Research Presentation

The presentations of your research results will take place in class, during the last week of the semester. You will be using PowerPoint to construct a concise presentation of your hypotheses or research questions, your variables, and your findings. Your presentation will be approximately 5 minutes long, and will probably consist of about ten PowerPoint slides (do not use font smaller than 24). At the time of your presentation you should turn in a printout of your slides (2 slides to a page).  The final lab of the semester will include a PowerPoint demonstration.

The Research Presentation  is due both in class and in digital form on http://www.turnitin.com.  Instructions for submitting will be provided in class.
Incorporating Data. You do not need to present each relationship you investigate in the form of a table or chart. For example, if you find basically the same relationship between RACE and two different government spending variables, present one and say in the text that the other relationship is similar. You can easily incorporate SPSS tables or Excel charts into a Microsoft PowerPoint document, by either using the RIGHT CLICK, “copy object” function or by copying the table or chart, then using EDIT, PASTE SPECIAL, then pasting the object as a “picture” into your PowerPoint document.  You need to number and title each table or chart.  Refer to that number and title when discussing it in the text. 

The presentation should contain

· Slide 1: an abstract (1 paragraph not to exceed 200 words), in which you summarize your research.  Write this last.  This includes a sentence that does each of the following (they should be short and simplified sentences and clear to readers unfamiliar with your work): 

1. identify your research question (i.e. what were you trying to answer.)/”This paper studies…

2. explain its importance/ This is important because…

3. identify the primary variables used/ The variables used to study this were…

4. identify the variables controlled for/ I controlled for…

5. summarize your findings and their significance/ I found… These findings were/were not significant at the ___ level.  
6. provide an abbreviated conclusion/ These findings allow me to say… about my research question.
· Slide 2: a brief literature review in which explain what other literature has to say about your research.  Three (3) sources from academic journals must be cited.  Three portions of the full text of these articles (the abstract, the first page of the methods section and the first page of the works cited – as well as any other page you directly cite) should be handed in with the paper copy of your final presentation. In this section you also need to explain where you got the expectations that you brought to your analysis. Class readings can be used to frame your topic and justify your expectations. Use the library or consult with the instructor to find other readings that may help with your particular topic. Remember that when you cite these articles or other material, you should include either a parenthetical reference, a footnote, or an endnote, with full bibliographical citation at the end of the presentation. Exercise 2 teaches you all the skills you need to do a brief literature review. 
· Slide 3: The methodology will describe the variables you are using and describe why they are appropriate indicators of the concepts you are interested in (i.e. explain why they are a valid measure and perhaps note weaknesses).  It will also briefly explain how you re-coded these variables to better suit your research.  This can be presented as a chart/table or in prose.  A sample beginning is as follows: In this paper I use cross tabulations of variables derived from the 2000 General Social Survey data set.  I use the following variables…. I recoded the following variables…One possible weakness of this variable is that, since they did not ask X, I have to use the question Y to represent this concept I am researching.
· Slide 4: The schematic diagram will represent the relationships that you investigated in your research.  Your diagram must include the following (a total of 5 variables at minimum):

1. at least one independent variable

2. at least one dependent variable

3. must control for a 3rd variable at least 3 times (you may control for the same 3rd variable each time, but then must add additional independent or dependent variables to reach the 5 variable minimum)
· Slides 5-9:The results will present and describe your results in ways which make sense of the data, using tables or graphic presentations as appropriate. You must use at least one chart and one table that are not created in SPSS (i.e. Use SPSS statistics but create the visuals in Excel or PowerPoint, as we have been doing in the labs).  All visuals and reporting of data findings should include a reference to the statistical significance of these findings (i.e. is it statistically significant at the .05 or .01 level).  You should attach relevant SPSS printouts – be sure to include the significance tests (i.e. chi-square or t-test) right below the tables to which they apply.  Altogether, your analysis will probably include about 6 or 7 variables.
· Slide 10: The conclusion summarizes your findings.  This is your chance to interpret your findings as a whole and to explain what implications these findings have.  Be sure to:

1. Explain the statistical relationships found (i.e. correlations and non correlations).

2. Explain the statistical significance of these findings (i.e. Chi-Square or T-Test).

3. Interpret these findings clearly (i.e. what does this research tell us?  What can we now conclude/say with confidence about our research question?).  
Note: This may be best done by copying and pasting a duplicate (or duplicates) of slide 4 (the schematic diagram) and adding in pluses (+) and minuses (-) for statistically significant relationships.

· The presentation should also have a separate title slide, with your name, the course name and instructor, and an informative title. This is not included in the 10 slides above.
· Note: Appendices should not be turned in to http://www.turnitin.com.  The final presentation should be submitted electronically to http://www.turnitin.com and a paper copy of the research presentation and 3 articles should be submitted by the date due.
You have already completed every step necessary for this final presentation in class activities.  Now all you have to do is assemble it into a coherent whole!
Advice on sources for SOC/PSC 201 Research Project
General advice on using sources.

Though this research is primarily a data analysis and interpretation project, you should include a brief literature review that is used to “frame” your research. The sources that you cite can be used in any of several ways. 

· They can make claims or arguments that you try to test with the GSS data. For example, a book like Kozol’s Savage Inequalities may make claims or arguments about race, poverty, and likelihood of success in our society that you find compelling. You might have read a book that characterizes “Gen-X” or Baby Boomers in particular ways, or a book that talks about gender differences in political or social attitudes. 

· They can highlight findings made with data similar to the GSS but from a different country, slightly different questions, or from a different time period – and your analysis can provide a point of comparison.

· The sources might simply be used to convince the reader that the issues you are dealing with are important – for example, your sources could document the increasing numbers of immigrants to the U.S. and some of the implications of this.  Then you could use this to frame your research on differences between immigrants and people born in the U.S. 

Finding sources.

The following are a few suggestions about where you might go to find useful sources. 

· If you have done some reading in an area, look at the references mentioned and cited in what you have read. 

· Public Opinion Quarterly, which has long been the leading academic journal on public opinions research, is available in print at the library and on-line.  HM261.A1  This journal has articles about political topics and more sociological/cultural topics (e.g., attitudes about child rearing, religious beliefs, and so forth).  Be sure to search other sociology and political science journals as well. 

· If you would like to search more generally about a particular topic, the library has data bases on which these journals and others can be searched.  We explored these in Exercise 2.
A sampling of recent books that might be useful depending on your topic (I have not checked as to their availability in the library): 

· Susan J. Tolchin, The Angry American: How Voter Rage is Changing the Nation

· W. Lance Bennett, News: The Politics of Illusion

· Robert J. Spitzer, The Politics of Gun Control

· Barbara Norrander and Clyde Wilcox, Understanding Public Opinion

· Paul Abramson, Political Attitudes in America

· William H. Flanigan and Nancy H. Zingale, Political Behavior of the American Electorate

· Robert S. Erickson and Kent L. Tedin, American Public Opinion

· Craig A. Rimmerman, The New Citizenship: Unconventional Politics, Activism, and Service

· Stephen C. Craig and Stephen E. Bennett, After the Boom: The Politics of Generation X

· Margaret Conway, Gertrude Steuernagel, David Ahern, Women and Political Participation

· Margaret Conway, David Ahern, Gertrude Steuernagel, Women and Public Policy
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