Le Moyne College                                Fall 2005�PRIVATE ��





ANT 200/WMS 200/PGS 200 CULTURAL MYTHS AND CULTURAL REALITIES:


		PERSPECTIVES IN SOCIOCULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY





TuTh 11:30am-12:45pm     			   GH 407





Instructor:   Dr. Deborah Tooker, 411 Reilly Hall, 445-4479


			e-mail: "tookerd@lemoyne.edu"


Office Hours: Mon. 9:30am-10am, Tues. 4:00pm-4:30pm, Thurs. 4:00pm-4:30pm, and by appointment; Please sign up on sign-up sheet on my office door.





Course Description:  This courses focuses on how we study other, especially non-western cultures.  In it, we look at recent critical debates on the nature of anthropological inquiry and the representations of other cultures that anthropologists have constructed.  We will consider questions such as:


     Is anthropology a science or a humanity?


	Why do anthropologists studying the same culture come up with very different pictures of that culture?


	Does the social background (for example, gender, class, nationality) of the anthropologist affect how he/she represents the culture being studied?


	What kinds of methodologies do anthropologists use and what are their limitations?


	How `accurate' are the anthropologists' representations of other cultures?


	How much of the anthropologist's own personal and cultural biases are revealed in the way other cultures are described?


	How much does the anthropologist's own theoretical perspective affect the way the data are interpreted?


	Is the nature of anthropological inquiry such that we can never escape biases?


	How can re-studies enable us to refine our methods and generate more complex comparative categories to use in the understanding of other cultures?





	We focus on two basic case studies: that of Samoa and that of the Muslim Bedouins of North Africa, with an optional case study on Bali.  We read classic ethnographies on these societies along with recent re-studies in order to answer the questions posed above.  The student is introduced to: 1.) classic ethnographies of non-western cultures; 2) re-studies of cultures that conflict with the original ethnographies; 3) basic questions of methodology in the discipline of anthropology; 4) theoretical perspectives underlying anthropological analyses; and 5) recent debates on the nature of anthropological inquiry and the representation of other cultures.  No prerequisite.





Course Objectives:  Culture is often an implicit and unconscious dimension of human lives.  The goal of this course is for students to develop an awareness of cultural differences as well as a conscious awareness of their own culture and how it affects their perception of people from different cultural backgrounds.  They will also learn some of the methods and theories that anthropologists have used for developing cross-cultural understanding.





Course Format: This is a discussion class and is run as a seminar.   Discussions are based on a close critical reading of the course texts.  On a rotational basis, students will give presentations on the assigned readings and start off the class discussion.  Students need to complete the assigned readings and come to class with reading notes and thoughts for discussion.








Required Texts





1.Mead, Margaret.  Coming of Age in Samoa.  William Morrow and Co.  available in the book store


2.Freeman, Derek.  1983.  Margaret Mead and Samoa: the Making and Unmaking of an Anthropological Myth.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  There are some copies of reading selections available in the book store.  A more inexpensive alternative  is to order this book online.


3.Abu-Lughod, Lila.  1986.  Veiled Sentiments.  University of California Press.  [2nd edition, 2000] available in the book store


4.Peters, Emrys.  1990.  The Bedouin of Cyrenaica.  Cambridge University Press.  A limited number of copies are available in the book store because this is a very expensive book.  Others may want to order a used copy online or use the copy on reserve in the library.





If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact me within the first two weeks of class.





Course Requirements:  Two short papers, one final paper, assigned readings (including reserve readings!), reading notes, class participation (including in-class reports), and class attendance. 








Grading Policy:


Short Papers


and reading notes:		50% 


Final Paper		30%


Other			20%


(includes class presentations, participation, spot quizzes, etc.)


NOTE: THIS IS MAINLY A DISCUSSION CLASS, SO THE LAST REQUIREMENT IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT.


�
	CASE STUDIES





*= main case texts





Case 1: Samoa





*Mead, Margaret.  Coming of Age in Samoa.  William Morrow and Co.





Mead, Margaret.  The Social Organisation of Manu'a.





Mead, Margaret.  "The Samoans", in Cooperation and Competition among Primitive Peoples.





Holmes, Lowell D.  1957.  The restudy of Manu'an culture: A problem in methodology.  Northwestern University Ph.D. thesis.  Ann Arbor Microfilms No. 23, 514.





*Freeman, Derek.  1983.  Margaret Mead and Samoa: The Making and Unmaking of an Anthropological Myth.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press.





Brady, I., ed. 1983.  "Special section: Speaking in the name of the real:Freeman and Mead on Samoa", American Anthropologist 85, 4.





Caton, Hiram.  1990.   The Samoa Reader: anthropologists take stock.  Lanham, Md.: University Press of America.





Holmes, Lowell D. 1988.  Quest for the Real Samoa.  Greenwood (Bergin and Garvey).





Holmes, Lowell D. and Ellen R. Holmes. 1992.  "Postscript", pp. 139-152, in Samoan Village Then and Now, 2nd ed.  Harcourt Brace.





Shore, Bradd.  1996.  "Tropic Landscapes: Alternative Spatial Models in Samoan Culture", in  Culture in Mind, pp. 265-283.  Oxford University Press.


	1996.  "When Models Collide: Cultural Origins of Ambivalence", in Culture in Mind, pp. 284-307.  Oxford University Press.





Orans, Martin.  1996.  Not Even Wrong: Margaret Mead, Derek Freeman, and the Samoans.  Chandler and Sharp Publications in Anthropology and Related Fields.





Tcherkezoff, Serge.  Le Mythe Occidental de La Sexualite Polynesienne: Margaret Mead, Derek Freeman et Samoa.





Other discussions of the Samoa debate:


Goodman, Richard (independent refutation of Mead); O'Meara, Tim





Case 2: Bedouins


Peters, Emrys.


	1951.  The Sociology of the Bedouin of Cyrenaica.  Diss., Lincoln College, Oxford.


	1960.  "The Proliferation of Segments in the lineage of the Bedouin of Cyrenaica", in Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain, 90:29-53.


	1967.  "Some Structural Aspects of the Feud Among the Camel-Herding Bedouin of Cyrenaica", in Africa 37: 261-82.


*	1990.  The Bedouin of Cyrenaica.  Cambridge University Press.





Peristiany, Jean G., ed.  1966.  Honour and Shame: The Values of Mediterranean Society.  University of Chicago Press.  Especially article by Ahmed Abou-Zeid, "Honour and Shame among the Bedouins of Egypt", pp. 243-259.





Meeker, Michael.  1979.  Literature and Violence in North Arabia.  Cambridge University Press.





Jamous, Raymond.  1992.  "From the death of men to the peace of God: violence and peace-making in the Rif", in Honor and Grace in Anthropology, edited by J.G. Peristiany and Julian Pitt-Rivers, pp. 167-191.  Cambridge University Press.





*Abu-Lughod, Lila.  1986.  Veiled Sentiments.  University of California Press.





Extra Credit/Current Events:


Abu-Lughod, Lila.  2002.  "Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?  Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and its Others", Ethics Forum: September 11 and Ethnographic Responsibility, in American Anthropologist 104:3, pp. 783-790.











Case 3: Bali  (Optional)





Bateson, Gregory.  [1949] 1972.  Steps to an ecology of mind.


	New York: Ballantine Books.





Bateson, Gregory and Margaret Mead.  1942. Balinese character: a photographic analysis.  New York Academy of Sciences.





Belo, Jane. [1935] 1970.  Traditional Balinese Culture: Essays. New York: Colombia University Press.  [Library has]





Geertz, Clifford. [1966]  1973. "Person, Time, and Conduct in Bali", in The Interpretation of Cultures, 360-411.  New York: Basic Books.





Vickers, Adrian.  1989.  Bali, A Paradise Created. Periplus.





Wikan, Unni.  1990. Managing Turbulent Hearts.  University of Chicago Press.�
READING SCHEDULE-   Coming of Age in Samoa by Margaret Mead





Note: Readings will be interspersed with videos on Samoa and the Mead-Freeman debate, as well as with a visit by a native Samoan.








1.  Intellectual setting: Foreword, Preface, ch. 1


	Study question: How is adolescence in America described?





2.  Methods:  Appendices 2 and 5





3.  Background on Samoa: Appendix 3, chs. II and III





4.  chs. IV and V





5.  chs. VI, VII, VIII





6.  chs. IX, X





7.  chs. XI, XII





8.  chs. XIII, XIV





Videos:





"Children of Samoa"


"Teine Samoa: Girl of Samoa"


"Western Samoa"


�
READING SCHEDULE FOR:





Freeman, Derek.  Margaret Mead and Samoa: the Making and Unmaking of an Anthropological Myth.





This book is on reserve in the library as are photocopies of individual chapters, listed by chapter title.








1.	Preface, listed under the book's subtitle "The Making and Unmaking..."


	


	Chapter 8 "Historical Setting..."





	Chapter 9 "Rank"








2.	Chapter 10  "Cooperation and Competition"





	Chapter 11  "Aggressive Behavior and Warfare"








3.	Chapter 12 "Religion: Pagan and Christian"





	Chapter 13 "Punishment"





	Chapter 14 "Childrearing"








4.	Chapter 15 "Samoan Character"





	Chapter 16 "Sexual Mores"








5.	Chapter 17 "Adolescence"





	Chapter 18 "The Samoan Ethos"





Video: “Margaret  Mead and Samoa: Trouble in Paradise”


�
Reading Schedule-Bedouins





Recommended Video:  "Mauritania: Wealth of Blood", available in the library





 from: Peters, Emrys.


  The Bedouin of Cyrenaica





1.Preface, Ch. 2 "The Bedouin Way of Life", Ch. 5 "Proliferation of Segments" to page 93





2.Finish Ch. 5





3.Ch. 4 "Aspects of the Feud"





4.Ch. 8 "Family and Marriage"





5.Ch. 10 "The Status of Women" (to page 262 only)











Abu-Lughod book, Veiled Sentiments 





1.  Ch. 1








2.  Chs. 2&3 








3.  Ch.4








4.  Ch. 5 & one case study chapter (6 or 7)
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