STA 201 – Introduction to Business Through Statistics
Instructor: Jesse Bricker

Office: 309 Reilly Hall

Phone: 445-4391

Email: brickej@lemoyne.edu

Term: Fall 2006

Class Time: 11:30-12:20 MWF in 209J Grewen Hall

Office Hours: 10:30-11:25 MWF in 309 Reilly Hall.  You can also email questions to me through the address given above.

Course Objective: This course is designed to provide students considering majors in the Management Division with an exposure to the various disciplines that make up the study of Business at Le Moyne. In addition this course, along with STA 202, will provide students with the basic statistical and analytical skills they will need in their careers at Le Moyne and beyond.

Textbook: Introduction to Business Through Statistics by Ronald Wright and Greg Lepak.  Everyone must get a copy of the textbook – the textbook was designed specifically for this course and serves as an efficient note-taking device.

Class Activity: Each class will be comprised of a brief lecture followed by completion of that class's worksheets.  Some of the class activity will involve computer usage.  

Computer Software: All analysis will be done using Excel spreadsheets and developing proficiency in the use of Excel is an important aspect of this course.

Attendance: Attendance is strongly encouraged.  This class is structured around the textbook, which we will work through together in class.

Grades: Your grade will be determined by your performance on two midterm exams, a final exam, and twelve assignments.

	Assignments – due at various times throughout the semester 
	15%

	Midterm Exam #1 – likely to be hold late Sept./early Oct.
	25%

	Midterm Exam #2 – likely to be hold late Oct./early Nov.
	25%

	Final Exam – held 12/14/06
	35%


Assignments – At least twelve assignments will be given at various times throughout the semester.  Examples of assignments are (but not limited to) pop quizzes, a print out of the day’s class work (so always follow along in class!), or a homework based on recent class work.  Late assignments will not be accepted for any reason, but I will drop your lowest scores so that your grade is based on your highest eight scores.


Midterm Exams – There will be two exams given during the semester.  Each exam will be in two parts: a written section and a computer-based section, and while one half of the class is taking the written section the other will be taking the computer-based section.  These exams are not scheduled yet, but dates are likely to be late September/ early October for Midterm #1 and late October/early November for Midterm #2.  We’ll see how quickly we get through the material before scheduling a definite date, but you will be given at least two weeks notice before the exam. You are expected to take these exams at the scheduled time.  If a conflict exists, arrangements must be made in advance of the exam.


Final Exam – The final exam will be held during finals week at a date and time prescribed by the registrar’s office.  Unlike the midterm exams, the final exam is cumulative.

Students with Disabilities: If you feel that you are a student who may need academic accommodations due to a disability, then you should immediately register with the Director of the Academic Support Center. ASC is the Le Moyne College office that authorizes special accommodations for students with disabilities.  If you have a documented disability and you wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact the instructor within the first week of class.
Course Statistical Content:

General descriptive statistics: 

Measures of central tendency and dispersion

Graphical methods 

Pivot Tables

Introductory probability theory:


Discrete random variables

Probability distributions including binomial, and normal distributions

Quality control charts

Statistical inference including confidence intervals and hypothesis testing for means and proportions for single populations and the difference between means and proportions for two populations

Course Spreadsheet Skills:

In addition to basic skills the following tools will be introduced:


Statistical functions, data analysis tools, solver, array functions, sophisticated graphing tools, random number generators, simple simulation, data tables, special forms, conditional formatting

Important Dates:


September 5 – last day to add a class

September 11 – last day to drop a class with no grade

Late September/early October – Midterm #1

Late October/early November – Midterm #2


November 17 – last day to drop with a ‘W’


December 14 – final exam is scheduled from 12:00 to 2:30 pm

